
Willow Class Year 1/2– Mad About Minibeasts- Summer Term 1 2026 

Dig out your wellies and waterproofs, we are going 
on a creepy crawly adventure! 

Living things can be found within habitats.  Habitats are 
suited to the plants and animals found within them.  
Global habitats include deserts, rainforests, savannahs, 
oceans and woodlands.  We will explore some animals and 
plants found in these habitats and think about why they 
thrive there.  

                                       Glossary 

Living– living things are plants including seeds and animals. 

Dead– These are things that have once been alive, including animals 
and parts of plants no longer attached. 

Never been alive– These are things like rock, metal and plastic. 

Past– something that has already happened. 

Present– this is what is happening now. 

Habitat– A natural home or environment of a living thing. 

Micro-habitat– A small area within a habitat such as bark or leaves. 

Mini-beast– A small invertebrate animal such as an insect or spider. 

Insect– An animal that has six legs. 

    What was our local high street like in the past?  

Our local area– Holbeach high street has lots of different 
features such as lampposts, shops and a church.  Did you 
know that some aspects have been here since the 1950s 
while others have changed? 

Photos from then and 
now, maps and  
fieldwork are ways to 
find out about the  
history of our local  
area. 

Making Nature Pouches 

Eric Carle was the author of books such as ‘The Very Busy 
Spider” and ‘The Bad-Tempered Ladybird’.   

He created coloured, textured papers and cut them into collages to 
make his pictures.  Cutting and tearing the paper gives different effects 
to make soft petals and crisp leaves.  

 We will be developing our running stitches  
 using our original designs to create class  
bunting with nature motifs! 



English 

 Poetry is a fun way to learn more about minibeasts!  
Each poem in ’Mad About Minibeasts’ tells us facts and 
uses rhyme.  Our riddles about  
minibeasts will also use rhyme and similes too! 

Non chronological reports give the reader useful  
information about a theme.  Our theme is habitats 
and things that grow there.  Statements will give our 
reader interesting facts.  

Writing skills can be applied to  
support other areas of  

learning.  In Science, writing 
shares facts and explanations. 

In D&T, writing includes step by 
step instructions to make objects 
like felt pouches that link to  
Computing. 

PSHE 

Our Jigsaw journey in PSHE takes us to Relationships.  
We will look at family dynamics and begin to understand 
that all families are different. We will know what we expect in a friend 
and identify people that are special to us. 

RE 

What are sacred texts and why do they matter? 

Some books may be described as special, sacred or holy. 
Many people believe that God has inspired people to tell or write 
about beliefs and value to help understand how to live their lives. We 
will explore the special and sacred texts from three religions to identify 
their origin and why they are considered sacred. 

Computing                   Animated Stories 

Digital books are made using an electronic device such as a 
computer or tablet. They can be read on the device and can 
include animation and sound. 

In Purple Mash, the program 2Create a Story has the feature  
to allow characters to interact with one another along with 
added text. 

Phonics 

Alternative graphemes are special friends that make the same 
sound but are spelt differently.  The sound ‘or’ shut the door makes 
the same sound as ‘aw’ yawn at dawn.  We will begin to choose the correct 
alternative grapheme when spelling words with sounds we know.  

Maths 

2-digit numbers up to 100 can be partitioned into tens and ones.  
Understanding the value of each digits allows us to sequence, order and 
compare numbers.  We can identify one more and one less.   

Mass measures how heavy or light an object is.  We can use the words heavy, 
heavier, heaviest and light, lighter, lightest to describe the mass of objects.   

Volume measures the amount of liquid in a container whilst capacity tells us 
the maximum amount a container can hold.  We can use the words full, 
empty, half full and half empty to describe volume .  We can compare 
capacity of different shaped 
containers.   


